Patrol Challenge 2009
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers


Q. Do we need a Patrol Flag of any sort?
A.  Not mandatory, but you will earn extra points if you have one in your photos.
Q. Can we choose any type of Patrol name we want?
A. Yes you can be as silly or serious as you like.

Q.  Our Unit has a religious obligation on Saturday or Sunday, how would that affect us?
A.  Your religious obligation is primary.  If you are an LDS or Observant Jewish Unit you have special start and end times to accommodate you. 

Q.  We aren’t LDS or Observant Jewish but we attend Church on Saturday or Sunday, how would that affect us?
A.  Aside from the Early Bonus Clues, the only activity we will divulge is the one where you will earn points for attending a Religious Service or Religious Study.  In other words Church is a good thing, for God and the Patrol Challenge.

Q.  I have a friend I want to invite to participate with me in the Patrol Challenge.  Can I do that?
A.  Your friend can participate only if they are a registered Boy Scout or Girl Scout.  If you get them to register as a Scout you will be their hero for taking them on such a cool event – PLUS YOU WILL EARN 250 POINTS FOR EACH NEW SCOUT REGISTERED THAT PARTICIPATES!!!

Q.  Under the “Spendable Allowance” section does each Patrol Member have to spend $25?  
A.  NO.  It is up to your Patrol members whether to spend money or not.  If you are clever and carefully read the rules you can spend as little as $0.  Each Patrol has a Spendable Allowance maximum budget of $25 per Scout for the weekend, which is for anything you spend money on during the event.  If you go over that budget you will lose points.  

Q.  I want to participate but don’t have all my Patrol members lined up yet.  What should I do?
A.  You should turn in your registration now.  You can list your Patrol Members at the beginning of the event.  Or as stated in the rules to be able to get your clues online.
Q.  I have a Cadette Girl Scout Patrol.  How is it fair they are competing against Girl Scout Senior Patrols?

A.  Every group will compete against a similar group.  For instance a Cadette Patrol will only compete against other Cadettes.  Likewise a Webelos 2 Patrol will only compete against other Webelos 2.

Q.  Will the Early Bonus Clues be on the final set of clues we get the weekend the event starts?
A.  Yes, all will be on the final set.
Q. My Adult Leader is a sourpuss should they participate?
A.  Yes, it will replace their sour with sweet, people will want to be around them, their wrinkles will disappear along with the bulges in the wrong places, the entire Patrol will become filthy rich and life will be good (slight poetic license here ()

Q.  When will we know the results?
A. Final results, ribbons, patches, stats & trophies will be available November 14th at aprox. 7:00pm at The Patrol Challenge Awards at LDS Church 11315 White Oak Ave. Granada Hills 91344

Q.  You mean to tell me I can get my clues online in my home?
A.  Yes Virginia there is a Santa Claus.  See details in the rules under “Getting Your Clues Online.”
Q.  We have Scouts who have athletic games and other commitments at times during the weekend, can they participate.

A.  Yes, this is one of the coolest parts of the event.  Anyone who has a conflicting activity can do the activity then simply hook up with the Patrol as if they were never gone.

Q.  What if I can’t come up with a Patrol until the last minute?
A.  Show up at any of the Pick Up Locations at Check Out times with your registration and forms needed and you can pay and start then.

Q.  How will we know what locations will count towards getting the playing cards?
A. 7 unknown and/or known locations will count towards playing cards.  When you CHECK-IN you will be told if you found any.  You will pick 1 playing card for each one. The best 5 poker hands will earn extra points.

Q.  Why Bonus Pools?
A.  Because they make you think!  They are especially weird or cool or insane things and you have to decide if it is worth doing it or going there for the points.  They will be worth a lot of points and the total point value will be divided among all those Patrols who do it.

Q.  How do you make it fair since some of us live so spread out?
A.  We go to great lengths to make sure there are an equal number of things to do and places to go in every area.  It does not matter where you live; it is an equal playing field for every Patrol.
Q. You really won’t bail us out of jail?
A. No, be wise in your decisions.
Q. Why are you doing this event?
A.  Because it is sooooo different, sooooo interesting and sooooo much fun!  Along with being a lot of fun and laughs it will introduce you to unique and cool places all over, some that you probably drive by each week and never know they are there.  It is also the best activity to teach a Scout how to be a leader.  They must learn to delegate responsibilities,  plan ahead, assign tasks, coordinate people and resources, communicate with people for info, work within time schedules, work within a budget and the most important part of being a leader - make decisions.
Besides Paul and Jack have no life and they get their jollies this way.

